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Dr. Heather Barron will present this live, interactive, webinar on avian critical care. The 
goal of wildlife medicine is always eventual release and therefore triage of avian wildlife 
may necessarily vary to some degree based on case load, regulations, and the presenting 
situation (i.e., oil spill affecting hundreds of animals versus the normal daily load of injury 
and illness). Dr. Barron will examine the guidelines used to set triage policy and the 
reasons a bird not be releasable or have a good quality of life in captivity. She will then 
move onto a discussion of practical measures intended to alleviate suffering and improve 
the odds of patient survival. Fluid support and analgesia are critical parts of early 
intervention in trauma cases and will be discussed in detail. Subcutaneous fluid 
administration and intramuscular injections will be covered, however most patients 
presented on an emergency basis will warrant venous access. Intravenous and 
intraosseous catheter techniques will be discussed as well considerations for patient 
selection during catheter placement. Since trauma or disease resulting in hemorrhage is 
a common emergency presentation in wild birds, evaluation of blood volume and 
considerations for transfusion will also be reviewed. This presentation will conclude with 
a brief discussion of assessing life and euthanasia.    
 
 

 Lecture topics will include: 
 

 

• Triaging avian wildlife emergencies 

• Parenteral administration of fluids/ 
medication 

o Intravenous 
o Intraosseous 
o Intramuscular 
o Subcutaneous 

• Critical care 
o Crystalloids 
o Colloids 
o Blood and plasma transfusions 

• Analgesia 

• Euthanasia and assessing life 

 

Register today and join us on Wed, November 20. 

 

Visit LafeberVet for more information. 

*This program 776-38004 is approved by the AAVSB RACE to offer a total of 1.00 CE credits to 

any one veterinarian: and/or 1.00 veterinary technician CE credit. This RACE approval is for the 
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Medical Category using the delivery method of Interactive-Distance. This approval is valid in 
jurisdictions which recognize AAVSB RACE; however, participants are responsible for ascertaining 
each board's CE requirements. RACE does not "accredit" or "endorse" or "certify" any program or 
person, nor does RACE approval validate the content of the program. 

 

 

About LafeberVet 

LafeberVet is an ever-growing online library of exotic animal medicine videos, articles, client education 

material, forms, questionnaires, and much more. Provided by Lafeber Company, LafeberVet is for use by 

veterinarians, veterinary nurses, wildlife rehabilitators, students in these fields, as well as allied 

professionals. Access to much of LafeberVet's content is restricted however, registration is free. 

 

About Lafeber Company 

Lafeber Company was built by a father-son team of veterinarians with a shared love of animals and a 

special passion for birds. Dr. T.J. Lafeber developed the very first commercial bird food pellets in the 

back room of his veterinary clinic in the early 1970′s. Today, our exotic animal diets and critical care 

formulas are developed by his son, Dr. Ted Lafeber, III along with top veterinarians and nutritionists. 

An independent laboratory tests every diet to insure optimum pet health. Lafeber Company also consults 

leading experts in behavior so that our diets promote dietary enrichment. 

 


