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Free, live, RACE-approved interactive webinar * 
 

Avian Cardiology Essentials 
 

 

Presenter:  Brenna Fitzgerald, DVM, DABVP (Avian Practice) 
 

Sunday, June 5  

Time:  3 pm EDT (New York or UTC-4) 
 

What time is this in my time zone? 
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Cardiovascular disease commonly occurs in companion birds and poses a serious threat to 

the quality of life and longevity of many avian species. Save the date for this live, 

interactive webinar, RACE-approved for 1 hour of continuing education. Brenna 

Fitzgerald, DVM, DABVP (Avian Practice) will discuss key features of avian 

cardiovascular anatomy and physiology, risk factors, as well as specific clinical disease 

states, including atherosclerosis, congestive heart failure, and pericardial disease and 

effusion. This lecture also reviews essential elements of a diagnostic workup, and current 

treatment approaches that can improve longevity and quality of life for these patients. 
 

 

Lecture outline  
 

Anatomy and physiology of the avian cardiovascular system 

o Cardiac features 

o Vasculature 

o Relevant respiratory anatomy 

o Cardiovascular control systems and 

hemodynamics 

 

• Cardiovascular disease states 

o Atherosclerosis 

o Congestive heart failure 

o Pericardial disease and effusion 

 

• Diagnosis of cardiovascular disease 

o History, clinical signs, and physical examination 

findings 

o Clinical pathology 

o Electrocardiography and blood pressure 

o Radiography 

o Ultrasonography 

o Other diagnostic modalities 

Treatment approaches to cardiovascular disease in the 

avian patient 

• Atherosclerotic disease 

• Congestive heart failure 

• Pericardial effusion and cardiac tamponade 

Prognostic considerations and follow-up 
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* This program is approved for 1 hour of continuing credit for veterinarians and veterinary 

technicians in jurisdictions that recognize American Association of Veterinary State Boards (AAVSB) 

Registry of Approved Continuing Education (RACE) approval. 

 

 

About LafeberVet 

LafeberVet is an ever-growing online library of exotic animal medicine videos, articles, client education material, forms, 

questionnaires, and much more. Provided by Lafeber Company, LafeberVet is for use by veterinarians, veterinary nurses, 

wildlife rehabilitators, students in these fields, as well as allied professionals. Access to much of LafeberVet's content is 

restricted however, registration is free. 

 

About Lafeber Company 

Lafeber Company was built by a father-son team of veterinarians with a shared love of animals and a special passion for 

birds. Dr. T.J. Lafeber developed the very first commercial bird food pellets in the back room of his veterinary clinic in 

the early 1970′s. Today, our exotic animal diets and critical care formulas are developed by his son, Dr. Ted Lafeber, III 

along with top veterinarians and nutritionists. An independent laboratory tests every diet to insure optimum pet health. 

Lafeber Company also consults leading experts in behavior so that our diets promote dietary enrichment.  

 

https://lafeber.com/vet/about-us/
https://lafeber.com/our-story/

