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Respiratory disease in chelonians shares similarities with other animals but requires 
specific considerations due to anatomical and physiological differences. These 
differences impact clinical assessment, such as auscultation, respiratory rate 
monitoring, and diagnostic imaging, where computed tomography is preferred over 
standard radiographs. Diagnostically, PCR is useful for detecting Mycoplasma spp. in 
tortoises, while herpesvirus and ranavirus are common viral pathogens.  

 

Lecture outline 
 

A. Anatomical and physiological differences 

B. Physical examination  

C. Diagnostic testing 

D. Specific pathogens and agents of disease 

E. Treatment considerations  

 

                     Register today and visit LafeberVet for more information 
 

 

 

 

 
 

* This program is approved for 1.0 hour of continuing education credit for veterinarians and 

veterinary technicians in jurisdictions that recognize American Association of Veterinary State 

Boards (AAVSB) Registry of Approved Continuing Education (RACE) approval. 

 

About LafeberVet 

LafeberVet is an ever-growing online library of exotic animal medicine continuing education resources, videos, 

articles, client education material, forms, questionnaires, and more. Provided by Lafeber Company, LafeberVet is for 

use by veterinarians, veterinary nurses, wildlife rehabilitators, students in these fields, as well as allied professionals. 

Access to much of LafeberVet's content is restricted however, registration is free. 

 

About Lafeber Company 

Lafeber Company was built by a father-son team of veterinarians with a shared love of animals and a special passion for 

birds. Dr. T.J. Lafeber developed the very first commercial bird food pellets in the back room of his veterinary clinic in 

the early 1970s. Today, our exotic animal diets and critical care formulas are developed by his son, Dr. Ted Lafeber, III 

along with top veterinarians and nutritionists. An independent laboratory tests every diet to insure optimum pet 

health. Lafeber Company also consults leading experts in behavior so that our diets promote dietary enrichment.  
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